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Ivor Cummings, OBE (1913-1992) 

 

Ivor Cummings was born in Hartlepool in 1913 and has been referred to as 

the ‘gay father of the Windrush generation’.  

 

Between 1941 and 1958, Ivor worked for 

the British government in the ‘Colonial 

office’. It was his role to help people who 

had moved from different Caribbean and 

African Commonwealth countries. Ivor 

was the only Black person in his 

department.  

 

When the Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks, Ivor was there to welcome the 

492 passengers. It was his responsibility to organise housing for the 

migrants, as well as to help to find them jobs. This was harder than it might 

seem, because of the racism that Black 

people experienced. Despite this 

challenge, and despite the racism he will 

have faced himself, Ivor went over and 

above to help people. He found people 

jobs and helped them settle down all over 

Britain.  

 

Ivor was gay and will have experienced homophobia as well as racism. He 

was open about being gay, which was a very brave thing to do at the time. 

It was illegal to be gay in Britain until 1967. Thankfully the law has now 

changed and people now understand that there is nothing wrong with being 

gay. There’s very little information about Ivor Cummings and his life, and 

it’s likely to be related to the fact that he was Black and gay and the 

prejudices Ivor faced in life as well as in his death. 


