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Over the last five years, Stonewall Scotland has worked with hundreds of teachers and schools across Scotland to help create more LGBT-

inclusive schools. Our Train the Trainer Programme has supported teachers across Scotland to become more confident in supporting LGBT 

young people, while our annual Education Conference has enabled schools to come together and learn from each other. Through our 

Education Champions programme, we've worked with local authorities to help them ensure that their schools are inclusive places where 

LGBT people can flourish. In addition, in 2015 Stonewall extended its remit to campaign for trans equality, and I am delighted that for the 

first time this report includes the experiences of trans pupils in Scotland's schools.

This report shows the impact of this work, as well as that of LGBT Youth Scotland, the TIE Campaign and countless campaigners across 

Scotland raising awareness of LGBT issues in schools. Compared to 2012, Lesbian, gay and bi young people are less likely to be bullied at 

school because of their sexual orientation, and young people are more likely to be taught about LGBT issues in schools. Schools are more 

likely to explicitly say that homophobic and biphobic bullying is wrong.

But while there has been welcome progress, this study shows how much there is left to do. Only a third of LGBT students say teachers 

intervene to challenge bullying when they are present. Anti-LGBT language continues to be a major issue for students, with nine in ten 

hearing still hearing phrases like 'that's so gay' on a regular basis. Elsewhere, more than two in five LGBT young people saythey have 

experienced anti-LGBT abuse online. 

Trans pupils are at particular risk: many face harassment and violence, with 71 per cent experiencing bullying at school. Two in three trans 

young people say that they are not able to use the toilets they feel comfortable in at school, while more than a third are not able to be 

known their preferred name at school. Nearly all trans young people have harmed themselves at some point.  

Over the last five years, Scottish Government has taken positive steps to make sure that Scottish schools can be inclusive places where 

LGBT young people can flourish. The formation of a working group focused on LGBT-inclusive education, and backing for the Time for 

Inclusive Education Campaign, show how much support there is to create inclusive schools for young LGBT people. The time has come     

now to take the next step, and make this vision a reality.

We often hear a great deal about how far Scotland has come on LGBT rights, and how life has improved for LGBT young people. But this 

study shows that while some LGBT young are accepted, for many bullying, discrimination and exclusion are part of their day to day lives. 

There is still much to do; we cannot be complacent. Our work will continue until every young person can be accepted without exception. 

When School Report Scotland was first released in 2012, it painted a startling picture of life for 
lesbian, gay and bi young people in Scotland. More than half were being bullied at school because 
of their sexual orientation, and homophobic language was rife in schools. Half of lesbian, gay and 
bi pupils said that LGBT issues had never been discussed in school, leaving them feeling isolated 
and without support. The finding that a quarter had attempted to take their own lives was a 
shocking wake up call, leaving no doubt that more needed be done urgently. 
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In 2016 Stonewall commissioned the Centre for Family Research at the University of Cambridge   
to conduct a survey with young people who are lesbian, gay, bi or trans (or think they might be)  
on their experiences in secondary schools and colleges across Britain. Between November 2016 
and February 2017, 3,713 LGBT young people aged between 11-19, including 402 living in Scotland, 
completed an online questionnaire. This report represents the responses of these participants 
living in Scotland.

This study is the second report published by Stonewall Scotland, five years on from the School 
Report Cornerstone in 2012. It is the first to include the specific experiences of trans young 
people, reflecting Stonewall's decision to extend its remit to campaign for trans equality in 2015. 
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�z Half of lesbian, gay, bi and trans (LGBT) young people in 

Scotland (48 per cent) – including 71 per cent of trans young 

people – are bullied for being LGBT at school

�z More than three in five LGBT young people (63 per cent) 

'frequently' or 'often' hear homophobic language in school, 

more than two in five (43 per cent) 'frequently' or 'often' 

hear biphobic language and more than half (53 per cent) 

'frequently' or 'often' hear transphobic language

�z Nine in ten LGBT young people (91 per cent) regularly hear 

phrases such as 'that's so gay' or 'you're so gay' in school

�z More than two in five LGBT young people who experience 

homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying (44 per cent) 

never tell anyone about it

�z Just a third of bullied LGBT young people in Scottish schools 

(32 per cent) say that teachers intervene when they are 

present during the bullying 

�z Seven in ten LGBT young people (72 per cent) report that 

teachers or school staff only 'sometimes' or 'never' challenge 

homophobic, biphobic and transphobic language when they 

hear it

�z Seven in ten LGBT young people (68 per cent) report that their 

schools say homophobic and biphobic bullying is wrong, but 

just four in ten (41 per cent) report that their schools say 

transphobic bullying is wrong

�z Two in five LGBT young people in Scottish schools (41 per 

cent) are never taught anything about LGBT issues in school 

or college

�z Just one in five LGBT young people (22 per cent) have learnt 

about safe sex in relation to same-sex relationships

�z Three in four LGBT young people (75 per cent) have never 

learnt about bisexuality at school

�z Four in five LGBT young people (78 per cent) have never 

been taught about or discussed gender identity and what 

'trans' means

�z Nearly half of LGBT young people in Scotland (45 per cent) say 

that there isn't an adult at school they can talk to about being 

LGBT

�z Just four per cent of LGBT young people who know of an 

openly bi member of staff, and only two per cent who know    

of an openly trans member of staff. Three in ten LGBT young 

people (28 per cent) know of an openly gay member of staff,  

and 23 per cent know of an openly lesbian member of staff 

�z More than half of trans young people (53 per cent) say that 

staff at their school are not familiar with the term 'trans' and 

what it means

�z Two in three trans young people (65 per cent) say that they   

are not able to use the toilets they feel comfortable in at school, 

while more than a third of trans young people (36 per cent) are 

not able to be known their preferred name at school
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